RICHELIEU
Cinq-Mars's negotiator, Fontrailles, would furnish the
rebels with 12,000 foot, 5,000 horse, munitions and the
necessary money, in exchange for Sedan, which would be
handed over to her. As for Richelieu, an opportunity to
assassinate him would be found during his long journey in
the retinue of the King to the scene of the siege of Perpignan.
Collioures had been taken in April; the capital of the
province was now being besieged; the arrival of the King
and his minister showed how important to France was the
success of this operation.
By road and canal, at a less rapid pace than Louis xin,
who went on in front escorted by Cinq-Mars, Richelieu
travelled across France in his litter.  He was a dying man,
but he was sustained by an energy that seemed almost
superhuman.   His emaciated body was covered with sup-
purating sores.    An ulcer was wearing away and para-
lysing his right arm.   For relief he was being constantly
bled, and this seriously aggravated his condition.   This
was the corpse that they wished to strike down: so long as
he could speak or dictate or look a man in the eyes, his
will remained paramount.   First at Lyons, then at Nar-
bonne,   ambushes   were   prepared.    Vain   hope!    The
Cardinal was too well guarded, and his men, devotedly
zealous because of the inherent power he exerted, would
have  let  themselves  be  massacred  rather  than   allow
anyone to approach him.  Moreover, he was aware of all
that went on, just as he had always been aware of the
conspiracies against him. He would long ago have exacted
in the King's name stern measures of repression, but he
still lacked definite proofs of the conspiracy: he wished to
have these consolidated and indisputable, so as to leave
in the King's mind no hesitation or regret. As it happened,
Louis xm began to weary of Cinq-Mars's insolence.   CI
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